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Calendar of Events 
 
2016-2017 REGIONAL MEETINGS 
 Benton-Stearns Ed District Office, Sartell MN  9:00 A.M. – 11:30 P.M. 
 

September 21—Working with District AT Teams and Technology Committees 
October 5—Information Dissemination Systems/Infinitec Update Meeting 
November 2—Teaching Organizational Skills and Executive Function Module 
December 8— MN Statewide Testing Accommodations  
January 18—Google Tools 
February— NO MEETING 

 March 15—All Day 9 am-3pm Listening Curriculum for Digital Materials/Bookshare 
April 5—Chrome and Chromebooks 
May 3—Classroom Management Systems, Electronic Curricula, and Flipped Classroom 

 
34rd ANNUAL CLOSING THE GAP CONFERENCE 
 Minneapolis MN 
 
 Pre-Conference Sessions:  October 17 & 18, 2016 
 Conference Sessions:  October 19-21, 2016 
 
CHARTING THE CS CONFERENCE 
 Arrowwood, Alexandria, MN 
  Family Sessions:  April 22, 2017  

Pre-Conference Sessions:  April 23, 2017 
  Conference Sessions:  April 24 & 25, 2017 
 

AT Information:  Listservs 
 
AT Listserv 
The AT Listserv is a wonderful resource for educators who work with students who use technology for 
learning.  Members ask questions, share information, and discuss topics that are relevant to our day-to-day 
work with students ages birth through 21. 
 
How to Join:  To subscribe, visit or send a message with the word “subscribe” in it to the request address, 
mn.at@mailmanlists.us  for further instructions. 
 
To Post on the Listserv:  Send message to mn.at@mailmanlists.us.  Complete the subject line identifying 
the topic of your post.  Type your message and send it.  Remember confidentiality when posting! 
 
QIAT Listserv 
The Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology (QIAT—pronounced quiet) listserv is a place to share 
resources, questions ideas, and problem-solving in an on-going email discussion (there are archives and a 
website of resources to assist you, too).  To sign up, go to the following website http://qiat.org and follow the 
links to join the listserv.  
 

mailto:mn.at@mailmanlists.us
mailto:mn.at@mailmanlists.us
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Accessibility in Testing 
The Minnesota manual on state assessments and accommodations is under revision.  It will be released in 
stages as it is developed.  
 
There are two terms that fall under accessibility and assessment in Minnesota.  They are:  supports and 
accommodations.  All students are eligible for supports that will allow them to complete the assessment.  
Accommodations are available to students who need them to decrease the impact of the student’s disability 
as a barrier in assessment. 
 
Supports can include: 

• Repeated directions or a written version of directions 
• A different monitor screen size and resolution 
• Classroom materials regularly used:  highlighter, place marker, pencil grip, magnifier, etc. 
• Use of tools embedded in the online assessment 
• Voice feedback 
• Amplification 

 
Accommodations can include: 

• Text-to-speech in math and science 
• Assistive technology with the internet turned off (and other resources turned off) 
• Audio recording (with guidelines in place and only for some tests) 
• Braille devices 

 
 

Accessibility with Digital Text 
The following information has been summarized from the State Educational Technology Directors 
Association (SETDA) Policy Brief:  Ensuring the Quality of Digital Content for Learning Recommendations 
for K12 Education. 
 
The move toward digital materials began in 2012.  We are seeing our students using devices in their daily 
and student life that were unheard of ten years ago.  School districts are increasingly moving toward more 
digital materials in the classroom.  Many of those materials are not accessible to students with disabilities.  
The construction of the materials used digitally make it impossible for a text or screen reader to move 
efficiently and read the materials presented. 
  
Open Educational Resources (OER) 
OER are “teaching and learning materials licensed in such a way that they are free and may be used, 
reused, remixed, and otherwise customized to meet specific needs.”  They are public domain materials 
available for the use of teachers and their students.  They include lesson plans, support materials, e-
textbooks, full courses, videos, rubrics, assessments, etc.  
 
Digital materials are easy to use and easy to keep current.  Teachers can design curriculum with OER that 
is flexible and quickly available as questions and topics arise. 
 
The quality of digital materials (as any curriculum) varies greatly.  Districts are developing policies and 
procedures for measuring the quality of digital materials to be sued in the classroom.   
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The SETDA paper addresses the following questions related to digital content quality: 

1. “How can new quality assurance approaches be designed to reflect digital content’s unique 
characteristics and advantages, without losing existing best practices? 

2. “Who will be responsible for overseeing new approaches to ensure quality and for building capacity 
to deliver it?” 
 

General Quality Indicators: 
• The digital material aligns with state standards. 
• Lower cost of digital materials is not an exchange for rigor. 
• Digital materials will assure the continuity of learning from level to level. 

 
Transition from Print to Digital Textbooks 

• Establish an Adoption Cycle to review curriculum (including digital) 
• New materials must meet specifications set out (accessibility being one) 
• Materials ordered or chosen meet the focus and requirements of the district  
• All materials align with state standards 

  
Advantages of Digital Materials 

• Updating doesn’t occur in accordance with a print cycle 
• Lower cost 
• Evaluation and adjustment of learning and materials occurs quickly 
• Can develop greater capacity for learning (“adapt, develop, and judge the quality of digital 

resources”) instantly 
• Fluid “development, refinement, and improvement” of materials 

 
Ensuring Quality of Digital Materials 
States need a framework for “evaluating instructional materials” 

• “Establish a clear vision statement to promote and guide digital content development, review, and 
use, grounded in an unwavering commitment to quality, accuracy, and accessibility.” 

• Invest stakeholders to develop and implement quality assurance strategies. 
• Describe the characteristics of well-balanced quality assurance systems. 
• Support the system financially. 

 
We have a long way to go in making digital materials accessible for all students.  Please pay attention to 
what your curriculum committees are doing in your districts.  File formats, devices, and platforms for the 
digital materials all pose potential issues for our students with reading disabilities. 
 

E-Text Considerations 
When working with digital materials, there are several considerations that should be addressed.  Check to 
see if the following can be used with the materials:
 

• Closed captioning 
• Color options for background 
• Contrast changes 
• Magnification 
• Masking 
• Navigation by keyboard 
• Navigation by heading, page, etc. 

• Screen resolution changes 
• Screen reader  
• Text reader 
• Zoom function 
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